Charlie Crist Ana M. Viamonte Ros, M.D., M.P.H.
Governor State Surgeon General

August 15, 2007

Dear Vaccines for Children (VFC) Program Participants:

Influenza Vaccine Update and Ordering Instructions

Influenza vaccine is the single most effective means of preventing influenza virus and its
complications. For optimum protection, immunize those children at high risk from the
complications of the flu in October and November. Immunize other children in November,
December, and January. -

Again this year, Florida's VFC Program will supply influenza (flu) vaccine to our 2,000
participating public and private providers. The vaccine is available in three formulations:

«0.25 ml dose, preservative-free, for VFC-eligible children age 6-35 months,
«0.50 ml dose, preservative free, for VFC-eligible children 36 months through 18 years of age,
«0.50 ml dose, for VFC-eligible children 36 months through 18 years of age.

Who Should Receive VFC Influenza Vaccine?

The groups of persons for whom vaccination is recommended and the antiviral medications
recommended for chemoprophylaxis or treatment (oseltamivir or zanamivir) have not changed.
The 2007 recommendations include new and updated information. Principal updates and
changes include:

1. Reemphasizing the importance of administering 2 doses of vaccine to all children
aged 6 months through 8 years if they have not been vaccinated previously at any time
with either live attenuated influenza vaccine (doses separated by >6 weeks) or trivalent
inactivated influenza vaccine (doses separated by >4 weeks), with single annual doses
in subsequent years;

2. Recommending that children aged 6 months through 8 years who received only 1 dose
in their first year of vaccination receive 2 doses the following year, with single annual
doses in subsequent years;

3. Highlighting a previous recommendation that all persons, including school-aged
children, who want to reduce the risk of becoming ill with influenza or of transmitting
influenza to others, should be vaccinated;

4. Emphasizing that immunization providers should offer influenza vaccine and
schedule immunization clinics throughout the influenza season;

5. Recommending that healthcare facilities consider the level of vaccination coverage
among healthcare providers (HCP) to be one measure of a patient safety quality
program and implement policies to encourage HCP vaccination (e.g., obtaining signed
statements from HCP who decline influenza vaccination); and
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