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In March 2006, the county health departments (CHDs) completed the annual assessment of
immunization-coverage levels of one- and two-year-old children who received services in their
facilities. They used the Clinic Assessment Software Application (CASA), developed by the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, to assess clinic immunization-coverage rates.
CASA uses immunization data exported from the immunization module of the Health Clinic
Management System. The data export contained all active records for children 12 to 23 months
old and children 24 to 35 months old, with a common review date of January 1, 2006.

CASA provides an excellent means for assisting healthcare providers in assessing and
managing the immunization coverage of their clients. Both public and private providers widely
use this software to identify areas where intervention strategies may need to be developed or
implemented to increase immunization-coverage levels.

The four DTaP, three polio, one MMR (4/3/1) series has historically been the benchmark in
measuring immunization-coverage rates for children between 24 and 35 months old in Florida.
Statewide CASA results, as detailed in Attachment 1, indicate that 89 percent of CHD clients
between 24 and 35 months old completed the 4/3/1 series by their second birthday. In respect
to the “85 by '05” goal, the next step was to assess coverage rates based on four DTaP, three
polio, one MMR, and three Hib (4/3/1/3) series. This year's CASA results also revealed that 88
percent of CHD clients in this age group finished the 4/3/1/3 series by 24 months old. The
results demonstrate an improvement from last year's coverage rates of 86 percent for the 4/3/1
series and 85 percent for the 4/3/1/3 series. To further illustrate the improvement in 4/3/1/3
coverage levels in 2006, 14 CHDs have CASA levels between 85 and 89 percent; and 34 CHDs
have levels of 90 percent or better. When compared to 2005, 13 CHDs had 4/3/1/3 CASA rates
between 85 and 89 percent; and 30 CHDs had rates of 90 percent or better.

Nonetheless, CHDs must continue to focus their efforts on children 12 to 23 months old to
exceed the 85 percent goal. The assessment of this cohort of children in the public sector, as
portrayed in Attachment 2, shows that 85 percent completed three DTaP, two polio, two Hib,
and two Hepatitis B vaccines by 12 months of age.

The assessment identifies areas where CHDs can focus their efforts to improve coverage
levels. Both clinic and countywide results should serve as a critical component of ongoing
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